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Silas Spencer Peirson 
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PREFACE 

'^My father's father had a father ^ and my father 
had a son, and I am here because I am here.'' 

8. S. P. 
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Armeda (Mrs. Silas Spencer) Peirson on Her Fiftieth 
Wedding Anniversary 
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FOREWORD. 

I shall deal principally with the incidents in each 
generation through whom we descended as illustrated 
in the annexed chart of ten generations. 

The foreword concerning the very early scenes 
and history of the Peirson family in Europe was fur- 
nished the writer by Henry Whitteman, of Brooklyn, N. 
Y., genealogist for Mrs. Russell Sage whose maternal 
ancestor was a Pierson. 

I am also indebted to Mr. Whitteman for the Coat 
of Arms of our English ancestors, which was obtained 
by photographing a tombstone and having it printed by 
the London College of Heraldry. 

The genealogical facts contained herein have been 
gathered from many sources during a series of several 
years. This history, pertaining especially to the Wayne 
County {New York) descendants of Silas Peirson {of 
the sixth generation) has been brought doWn to the year 
1916. SILAS SPENCER PEIRSON 

Newark, New York, Nov. 7, 1916. 
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Thanksgiving at Aunt Sate's 




Family Picnic at William Peirson's Barn 
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CHAPTER I. 

The Pierson and Allied Families — Early History of the 
Family in the Old Country. 

HHE family from which the Peirsons derive, existed 
long before the adoption of surnames. It be 
gins with Otto, Count of Vermandois, seventh 
in descent through the Counts of Vermandois, 
and Kings of Italy and Lombardy from Pefin, King of 
Italy and Lombardy who died A. D. 810, youngest son 
of Charlemagne, Emperor of the West. The following 
is the line direct from Otto. 

1. Peter Fitz Otho. 

2. Herbert Fitz Peter. 

3. Herbert Fitz Herbert 

4. Peter Fitz Herbert. 

5. Reginald Fitz Peter. 

6. Peter, who was the ancestor of the Pierson 

family. 

Many surnames of this early period had their origin 
by the addition of son to the Christian name, i. e. Pierson 
is the son of Peter. 

Peter Fitz Herbert, 5th in line of descent was con- 
stituted Governor of Pykering Castle, County York, and 
Sheriff of the shire, but afterwards falling off in his 
allegiance, his land at Alcester was seizted by the crown 
and given to William de Camorette. Returning, how- 
ever, to his duty upon the accession of Henry III. these 
lands were returned to him. 

J. M. Mc Bain, F. S. A. of Scotland, who wrote the 
early history of the Pierson family, says: **At a very 
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early date the Persons, Piersonnes, Pearsons, or Pier- 
sens, could claim to be of Scottish lineage. 

** Frequent mention is made of them in the public 
records. The earliest notice we have of the family is 
to be found in the Ragman Roll, under date, 28th August, 
1296, when Wantier Pieresonne (del Count de Berewyck) 
signs as land-owner in Berwickshire. It may therefore 
be inferred that the Piersons took rank as a Scottish 
family of distinction in, if not much earlier than, the 
thirteenth century. About 1369 we find David Piersone 
and his brothers Alexander and John, holding office as 
comptrollers of customs in North Berewick, Dumfries, 
and Haddington, respectively." 

The armorial bearings of the Scotch family are: 

Arms — Sable, three suns in pale, or between two 
palets eominois. 

Crest — A demi lion proper, holding in the dexter 
paw a sun. 




Fox House at HydesviHe Where Spirit Rappings Originated 
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CHAPTER 11. 

First Generation in America — Family Prominent 
from the Beginning. 

SEV. Abraham Pierson and his brothers Thomas 
and Henry, were the progenitors of most of the 
Piersons in this country. They were born in 
Yorkshire, England. The former was gradu- 
ated at Trinity College, England, in 1632, and came to 
America in 1639. Before leaving there he was Episco- 
pally ordained and preached there for a time. He 
sought religious liberty by coming to America. He was 
in Boston and Lynn, Mass., in 1640. He was ordained 
in Boston a Congregational minister. At Lynn, in 1640, 
finding themselves straitened, about forty families 
with Pierson as their minister, departed from Lynn and 
attempted to make a settlement on the west end of Long 
Island, but were prevented by the Dutch; they then 
repaired to the east end, laid the foundation of the town 
of Southampton for which they paid the Government 
of Massachusetts four bushels of Indian corn, and agreed 
to settle with the Indians, to whom they paid sixteen Eng- 
lish coats and thirty-two bushel of Indian corn when they 
could raise it. The first church of that town was 
started as Congregational but afterwards became Pres- 
byterian. Mr. Pierson was most rigid in his desire to 
have **the civil as well as the ecclesiastical power all 
vested in the church, and to allow none but church 
members to act in the choice of officers of the govern- 
ment or to be eligible as such.'' This led to a division 
of the colony, and in 1647, Pierson, with a small part 
of his congregation, attempted another settlement 
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across the Sound on the Connecticut shore, where they 
organized and founded the town of Branford. Here for 
twenty years he enjoyed the confidence and esteem, not 
only of the ministers, but the more prominent citizens 
of the New Haven Colony. He early interested himself 
in behalf of the Indians, made himself familiar with 
their language, and prepared a catechism for them, that 
they ^^ might know the one true God.'' He united with 
Rev. John Davenport in opposing the union of the New 
Haven and Connecticut Colonies, and in 1666 removed 
with his congregation to a settlement on the Passaic 
River, which was first called New Milford, but after- 
wards named Newark in honor of Pierson, that being 
the name of his birthplace in England. Winthrop says 
of him, *^he was a godly, learned man," and Mather 
says, ** wherever he went he shone." He remained 
twelve years in Newark and died there Aug. 9, 1678. 
His wife was Abigail, daughter of Rev. John Wheel- 
wright of' Lancashire, England. He was succeeded by 
his eldest child. Rev. Abraham Pierson, Jr. 

Rev. Abraham Pierson, Jr., son of Rev. Abraham 
and Abigail (Wheelwright) Pierson, was born at Lynn, 
Mass., in 1641, died May 5, 1707, in that part of Killing- 
worth, Conn., now known as Clinton. He was with his 
father at Southampton, removing thence to Branford 
and in the latter place married Abigail Clark, daughter 
of George Clark of Milford. He graduated at Harvard 
in 1666 and moved with his father to the new settlement 
at Newark, where they organized the first Presbyterian 
church. He became his father's assistant there July 
28, 1669, and, on the death of his father in 1678, he be- 
came pastor of the church, remaining until 1692, when 
he removed to Killingworth and became pastor of the 
church in that town. As early as 1698 he conceived the 
idea of starting a college in Connecticut so as to edu- 
cate young men for the ministry. He was joined by 
other ministers and ten of them were agreed upon for 
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trustees **to found, erect and govern a college." In 
October, 1701, the General Assembly incorporated the 
trustees, granted the charter and voted the sum of 60 
lbs. annually. Saybrook was fixed upon as the place 
for the college and Rector Pierson was asked to go to 




Newark Public Library 

that town. He declined, however, to leave his church 
and as he could not go to the college, the college? caine to 
him. He was made President and rector and taught 
the students at his home in Killingworth. A college 
building was afterward erected at Saybrook and was 
finally established at New Haven, and called Yale Col- 
lege. 

Sprague, in his ''Yale College and its Alumni" 
says: ''And first comes Abraham Pierson (among the 
Presidents) a man around whose character and history 
the shadows of a century and a half have gathered, but 
who has still left memorials enough of his honorable 
and useful career to insure immortality to his name. 
The cause of education he looked upon as twin sister 
to the cause of religion and hence he was identified with 
the project for establishing the college, and not only 
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his high appreciation of learning, but his own liberal 
attainments, designated him as the proper man to be 
placed at its head." 

A statue of Rev. Abraham Pierson was erected on 
the site of his residence in Killingworth some years ago 
and another at a later period on Yale College grounds 
in New Haven. 

Henry Pierson was the progenitor of the Ramapo 
branch of the Pierson family. Howell in his history 
of South Hampton, L. L, says: ** Henry Pierson came 
from Lynn to Southampton, L. I. in 1640, and was one 
of the founders of that town. It is believed that he 
was a brother of Rev. Abraham Pierson. In the same 
colony, as its pastor, came also Rev. Abraham. Abra- 
ham and Henry both labored and lived in Southampton 
till 1647, and it is probable that they were brothers 
and men of the same stamp." In 1647 Rev. Abraham 
joined the New Haven Colony, but Henry remained at 
Southampton and was the progenitor of a large family. 
He was clerk of Suffolk County. He married Mary, 
daughter of John Cooper. 

John Cooper, of Lynn, came over from England in 
1635, in the ** Hopewell," aged 41, with his wife, Wibroe, 
and children Mary, aged 13, John 10, Thomas 7, and 
Martha 5. He was from Olney in Buckinghamshire. 
He was one of the twenty heads of families who formed 
the association for the settlement at Southampton in 
1639. He was admitted freeman at Boston, Dec. 6, 1636, 
was one of the elders of the church when it was organ- 
ized at Lynn, and in 1638 he was recorded as owning 
200 acres of land in that town. His oldest daughter was 
married, as before stated, to Henry Pierson. Of this 
union were born John, Joseph, Daniel, Henry, Benjamin, 
Theodore and Sarah. 

Colonel Henry Pierson, the fourth son of Henry 
and Mary (Cooper) Pierson, was born at Southampton 
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in 1652 and died Nov. 4, 1701. He was a man of great 
influence and one of the most prominent men in the coun- 
try. He was elected for several years, with Col. 
Matthew Howell, his brother-in-law, to the Colonial As- 
sembly, 1691 to 1695, and 1698 to 1701, and from 1691 
to 1695 inclusive was Speaker of the House. He was 
as well known in his day as his distinguished cousin^ 
Rev. Abraham, and a man of greater breadth of mind 
and more enlarged ideas than his cousin. As speaker 
of the Assembly he was associated with some of the 
most distinguished men of his period. His title of 
Colonel gave him a military distinction that added to 
his reputation and increased his influence. He was the 
peer of any man in the State of New York. He married 
Susanna, daughter of Major John Howell, son of Ed- 
ward Howell, the ancestor. 

Edward Howell, of Marsh Gibbon, Buckingham- 
shire, England, was the ancestor of this family of 
Southampton. He came in 1639, with his family, to 
Boston where he was admitted freeman March 14, 1639. 
He removed to Lynn, where he had a grant of 500 acres. 
During the winter of 1639-40 a new settlement was pro- 
jected on Long Island, of which he seems to have been 
the leader, as the compact or agreement of terms for 
founding the plantation is in his handwriting, as well 
as the laws adopted by the first settlers, and the last 
years of his life he was always a magistrate and mem- 
ber of the Colonial Legislature in Hartford. 

The arms of this family as found in an old family 
seal, still in possession of one of the descendants and 
on several old tombstones of the 17th century in South- 
ampton, are as follows: Arms — Gules three towers, a 
triple-towered argent. Crest — Out of a ducal crown, 
or a rose of the first, stalked and leaved, vert, between 
two wings endorsed of the last. Motto — Tenax proposite 
(Divine of purpose). 

Major John Howell, son of Edward and the father 
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of Susanna Howell, was a man of distinction, and one 
who more than any of his contemporaries in Southamp- 
ton, was entrusted with the management of public busi- 
ness especially in its graver relations with New England 
and the Colonial Government of New York. By his 
wife, Susanna, he had ten children, of whom the sixth, 
Susanna, born July 15, 1658, was married to Colonel 
Henry Pierson. The children of this marriage were 
John, David, Hannah, Sarah, Theophilas, Abraham, 
Josiah and Mary. Col. Henry Pierson removed to 
Bridgehampton, N. Y., and died there in 1701. 

Josiah Pierson, seventh child of Col. Henry and 
Susanna Pierson, was born in Bridgehampton in 1695, 
and died there in 1782, ** having had four wives and 
seventeen children." He removed with his widowed 
mother (who married Seth Fletcher) to Elizabeth, N. J. 
He afterwards settled in Newark, N. J. He had, among 
other children, a son, Benjamin. 




Residence of S. S. Peirson and Family on West Ave. 
From 1878 to 1888 
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CHAPTER in. 

Second Generation — Joseph, the Progenitor of the 
Wayne County Family — Men of Character. 

OSEPH, Henry, Benjamin, Theodore and Sarah 
were the children of Henry and Mary (Cooper) 
Peirson. Two other children, John and Daniel 
are mentioned in the first generation but must 
have died young as they are not mentioned in Howell's 
History of Southampton. 

Joseph is our ancestor in the second generation, 
|ihrough whom the Wayne Co. family descended. 

Joseph was born about 1650 and died Oct. 13th, 
1692. He married Amy Barnes, Nov. 17th, 1675, and 
had six children : Amy, born Oct. 28, 1676, Henry, born 
April 17, 1678, Mary, born June 12, 1680, Joseph, born 
Aug. 6, 1682, Ephriam, born June 20, 1687, Samuel, 
born Feby. 24, 1690. 

After the death of his wife. Amy, who died Oct. 3, 
1092, he married Joanna, widow of Thos. Cooper. 

The above dates are taken from Howell's History 
of Southampton, and there seems to be a discrepancy in 
the dates of Joseph's death and his wife Amy's. All 
male citizens belonged to the militia and Joseph held 
the office of Lieutenant, and was known as Lieut. Joseph. 
The occupation of the citizens of Southampton was 
mostly sea-faring — whaling, and agricultural. During 
the year several whales would drift upon the shore in 
high tide and were soon captured by the residents ; thus 
began the whaling industry of the United States. Whale 
fishing companies were soon organized, and in 1687 
there were 14 whaling companies of twelve men each in 
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the town of Southampton, who reported an estimate 
of the oil then in their possession. Joseph Peirson re- 
ported 240 barrels, Lieut. Henry Peirson & Co., 276 
barrels. Their enterprise is shown as only one Com- 
pany reports more barrels than they. 

HENRY 

Henry, son of Henry and Mary Cooper Peirson, 
was born in 1652 at Southampton and died Nov. 4, 1701. 
He married Susannah Howell and had children: John, 
David, Hannah, Sarah, Theopilis, Abraham, Josiah and 
Mary. Henry, like his brother Joseph, belonged to the 
militia and was colonel in his regiment. Col. Henry 
moved from Southampton to Bridgehampton, N. Y. He 
was member of the Colonial Assembly for eight or ten 
years, and was speaker in the Assembly from 1693 to 
1695 inclusive. 

He was a man of large influence. He acquired dis- 
tinction in the political and military affairs of his time. 
He lived in the last half of the 17th century during the 
period that cemented the Colonies and laid the founda- 
tion for an independent nation. Henry and Susannah 
Peirson have many descendants in the United States 
but as they are not our direct ancestors we will follow 
them no farther. 

BENJAMIN 

Benjamin, son of Henry and Mary Peirson, was 
born about the year 1655 and died in 1731. I have not 
been able to learn whom he married. 

Howell's History states that '*he moved to Eliza- 
beth, N. J., and had descendants.'' 

There was so little data kept during this early 
period that it is almost impossible to gather up the 
desired information of the acts of our forefathers. 

In 1683 an estimate of the property of each person 
is scheduled and I find Benjamin Peirson had 51 lbs., 
6s, 8d— about $256. 
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Henry Peirson's widow married Rev. Seth Fletcher 
of Elizabeth, N. J., and probably the younger children 
became residents of that state. The Peirson family in. 
New Jersey is quite numerous. 

THEODORE 

Theodore of the second generation was born in 
1650 and died May 7, 1726. I find no records concerning^ 
his marriage. In the year 1686 ''A list of ye inhabi- 
tants of ye towne of Southampton, old and youngs 
Christian and Heathen, freemen and servants, white and 
black, anno 1686" was made and may be found in the 
Secretary of State's office in Albany, N. Y. In this 
list the name of Theodore appears twice, which I pre- 
sume to be father and son, the father the Theodore of 
this generation. The form of government was a kind 
of theocracy. The Colony adopted as laws for their 
government **Laws of Judgment as given by Moses to 
the Commonwealth of Israel." 

Of the character of our ancestors there can be no- 
question. 

SARAH 

Sarah seems to have been the only daughter of 
Henry and Mary Cooper Peirson. She was born Jan. 
20, 1660. Whether she married or not we do not know. 
Neither do we know the date of her death. 

The census of 1686 of Southampton contains but. 
one Sarah Peirson, and we assume this is the Sarah 
mentioned. At the present day there is a question as 
to the proper spelling of the name Peirson. Many are 
putting the i before the e, but in the enumeration of cit- 
izens in 1686 there are eighteen Peirsons enrolled and 
every name is spelled Peirson. Our Wayne County 
family have always used the same form. Our ancestor, 
Henry, the Town Clerk of Southampton for ten years,, 
spelled it Peirson as found in said records. ' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Third Generation — Peirson Homestead at 
Southampton — An Epitaph. 

MY, Henry, Mary, Joseph, Ephriam and Samuel 
were the children of Lieut. Joseph and Amy 
MKBI Barnes Peirson, two daughters and four sons. 
Amy was born Oct. 18, 1676. Henry was born 
April 19, 1678. Mary was born June 12, 1680. Joseph 
was born Aug. 6, 1682. Ephriam was born Jan. 20, 
1687. Samuel was born .Feb. 24, 1690. 

With the exception of Henry and Mary we are not 
informed whom they married or when they died. 

Henry married Abigail Ludlow June 11, 1702, and 
they are the direct ancestors of our family. 

Mary married Jeremiah Culver Dec. 25, 1700, and 
died Feb. 23, 1707. Descendants of this family in later 
years came to Wayne county and we know them as be- 
longing to the Cooper Culver family. It will be no- 
ticed that this generation lived during the last quarter 
of the 17th century. The little Colony that sixty years 
before purchased eight miles square for a township and 
called it Southampton is said to be the first township 
settled by the English in the State of New York. 

^^Lord Sterling, through the Governor of Massa- 
chusetts, gave the Colony a grant for eight miles square 
any where on Long Island for four bushels Indian com," 
considering that it was a wilderness and the prior claim 
of the Indians. 

The Indian deed was dated Dec. 13, 1640, ^^for a 
consideration of sixteen coats already received and also 
three score bushels of Indian corn to be paid upon lawful 
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demand the last of September which shall be in the 
year 1641, and further in consideration *that the above 
named English shall defend ns the said Indians 
from the unjust violence of whatever Indians shall il- 
legally assail us.'' 

This deed was signed by Abraham Peirson and 
six others for the Colony and by Manatacut (Indian) X 
his mark, and six other of the native inhabitants. 

No sooner was the Colony organized than the 
church organization appeared with the school as a close 
second. For many years the Colonists carried their 
rifles to the fields when they worked and on Sunday 
stacked them at the church door under a faithful guard. 
So they worked and so they worshipped. Such was life 
in those primitive days. 

Three acres was allotted to each family for a home 
lot and twelve acres for cultivation and a common inter- 
est in the balance for pasture. 

''It is worthy of remark that of the twenty who 
signed the Articles of Agreement only four were obliged 
to sign by proxy at a period when many barons in Eng- 
land were compelled to make their mark." 

The old Peirson homestead in Southhampton was 
on the corner now occupied by the Presbyterian church, 
during this generation in the hands of the Dutch 
and then of the English, being taken and retaken 
several times. Thus between the Indians, the enemy 
at home and their enemies abroad this generation 
passed through difficult and perilous times. But few 
tombstones mark the last resting place of the first and 
second generations. The following inscription is still 
legible : 

''In memory of Mrs. Martha, wife of Mr. Lemuel 
Peirson, who died Aug. 26, 1753 in the 72 year of her age. 

"My sun is set, my glass is run. 
My candle's out, my work is done." 
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CHAPTER V. 

Fourth Generation — Records Meager — Very Little 
Known of Their Life. 



H 



lENRY, William, Azel, John, Eli, Abigail, Amy, 
I Samuel are the children of Henry and Abigail 
MBIm (Ludlow) Peirson. 

The records of this generation are very 
meager. We deeply regret that so little of the acts of 
this generation are recorded during the stormy times 
in which they lived. The germ of Liberty had been im- 
planted in their hearts and this generation just preceded 
the Declaration of Independence. 

HENRY 

Henry, the first son of Henry and Abigail, was born 
Feb. 1, 1704. We are not informed whom he married 
or the date of his death. 

WILLIAM 

William, second son of Henry and Abigail Peirson, 
was born April 1, 1706. We have no record of his mar- 
riage and the date of his death is not recorded. 

AZEL 

The third son of Henry and Abigail Peirson, 
was born Sept. 13, 1708. His wife's name is not given. 
He removed from Long Island to Cumberland County 
and was the father of Dr. Azel Peirson, born July, 1767. 
He was a highly educated physician. He practiced his 
profession on horseback. He died of typhus fever con- 
tracted from a patient and died in 1813. 
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ELI 

Eli, the fifth son of Henry and Abigail Peirson, 
was born Dec. 30, 1712. No date of marriage or death 
is found. 

Howell's History of Long Island gives the dates of 
birth in this family of eight children and does not mention 




Another View — West Ave. Residence of S. S. Peirson and Family 

whether any one of them married, neither does it give 
the date of the death of any one of them. 

ABIGAIL 

Abigail, the sixth child and first daughter of Henry 
and Abigail Peirson, was born Feb. 28, 1714. There is 
no mention of her marriage or death. 

AMY 
Amy, the second daughter of Henry and Abigail 
Peirson, was born Oct. 11, 1716. 

Her marriage or death is not mentioned. 
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SAMUEL 

Samuel, the eighth and last child of Henry and 
Abigail Peirson, was born Mar. 15, 1721. His wife's 
name is not mentioned and yet the name of his descend- 
ants are mentioned in Howell's History to which we are 
indebted for most of the genealogy thus far related, 
but hereafter we must depend upon our own researches. 
We believe that Samuel remained in Southampton as his 
two children, both sons, are known to have resided there. 
The date of Samuel's death is not known. 




Another View — West Ave. Residence and Farm of S. 

and Family 



S. Peirson 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Fifth Generation — Silas Peirson Comes to Wayne Co.. 
About 1807— His Father's Will. 

|F this generation in our line there were but two 
descendants, Timothy and Samuel. 



o 



TIMOTHY 

Timothy's birth and death are not given. He 
married Mary Culver. From this union there were 
nine children: Timothy, who died at ten, killed by a 
whale; Charles who moved to Renshaven, Albany Co.; 
Eli who moved to Johnstown, Fulton Co.; James, born 
1762, died 1821, who married Phoebe, daughter of Jere- 
miah Culver of Southampton, Sept. 24, 1788. He was a 
merchant captain ; Ruth, fifth child and first daughter of 
Timothy and Mary Peirson, who married William Hul- 
sey; Mary, sixth child, who married William Hulsey; 
Deborah who married Ananias Hulsey. The two last 
daughters, Betsy and Phoebe, both married and resided 
in Southampton. 

James and Phoebe Culver Peirson had three chil- 
dren: Millicent who married William Wicks; Capt. 
Philetus, born 1801, who married Elizabeth Rowe, born 
1802, and Franklin, the dates of whose marriage and 
death are not known. 

Capt. Philetus and Elizabeth Rowe Peirson had 
four children: James, Henry, and Harriet E. Harriet 
E. was born in 1840 and married Jeter R. Rogers (born 
1838). Mary L., born 1842, married D. Burns. 

These descendants of Capt. Philetus are now (1910) 
living in Southampton. James H. is a bachelor, and the 
last representative of our line bearing the name of Peir- 
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son living in Southampton. He is a man of sterling 
qualities, honored and trusted by his fellow-citizens. 
He has represented his district in the State Legislature 
and is president of the Southampton Bank. 




Silas Peirson — The Wayne County Pioneer of the Family 

SAMUEL 

We now take up the direct line of descent in Samuel, 
the only brother of Timothy. 

Contemporaneous with this gene]:-ation we find in 
St. Pellier on the Isle of Jersey, a monument to com- 
memorate the death and services of Col. Peirson. The 
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inscription reads, **Col. Peirson in Her Majesty's ser- 
vice, killed in action defending the Isle against the 
French 1781." On the same monument is recorded the 
death of the French General, both killed in the same en- 




Mary Culver (Mrs. Silas) Peirson Wife of the Wayne Co. Pioneer 

gagement. In the same city is a street called Peirson 
Road. In the London art gallery hangs a picture of 
Col. Peirson and his staff. 

Samuel, born Dec. 28, 1754, married Prudence Ball, 
who was born June 7, 1755, and died Mar. 6, 1793, the day 
on which her sixth child was born. She is said to have 
been of the same family as Martha Washington. The oc- 
cupation of Samuel was that of a miller. The octagon 
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wind-mill was then used. One still stands in Southamp- 
ton, a relic of those primitive days. He moved to Wayne 
County, N. Y., after the death of his wife. Here he 
married his second wife, Jerusha WoodhuU. He 
was buried in the East Palmyra Cemetery. He is said 
to have been nearly 7 feet tall. The sexton said he was 
by far the tallest man he ever buried. No stone marks 
his last resting place. 

I find no direct information of the part that our 
ancestors took in the Eevolution. It is stated in How- 
ell's History that every male citizen of Southampton 
signed an agreement to support the Colonies and the 
other men of the fourth generation and those of the 
fifth generation must have been in the Colonial Army 
or taken part in several battles, as the battle of Long 
Island occurred about this time, threatening the destruc- 
tion of every able bodied man on the Island. 

The removal to Wayne County occurred about 1807, 
Silas Peirson being the pioneer, of whom more will be 
said in the sixth generation. 

Most characteristic and instructive of the times in 
which they lived is the last will and testament of Samuel 
Peirson, evidently written in his own hand writing, 
which I reproduce as nearly as possible. Said will was 
found by W. T. Peirson, it having been found among his 
father's papers after his death. 

WILL 

In the name of God, Amen, I, Samuel Peirson of 
the town of Sodus and County of Ontario, weak in body 
but of sound and perfect mind and memory. Blessed be 
God for the same, do make and publish this my Last 
Will and Testament in the manner and form following, 
that is to say. First, I give and devise to my eldest son 
Silvanus Peirson the one half of my real estate to him 
the said Silvanus Peirson his heirs and assigns forever, 
and the other half of my real estate to my son Silas 
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Mud Mills 

Peirson to him the said Silas Peirson his heirs and as- 
signs forever, I also give and devise to my well beloved 
wife Jerusha Peirson one bed and bed clothes with two 
pair of sheets and one coverlet and one set of curtains 
unto her my said wife Jerusha Peirson and her assigns 
forever. And I also give my wife Jerusha Peirson the 
privilege of living with my two sons while she remains 
my widow and likewise her wearing apparel to dispose 
of as she thinks proper and one of the large iron pots 
and one third of the pewter and one looking glass and 
one chest. I also give to my eldest son Silvanus Peir- 
son one bed and beddings and one chest. I also be- 
queath unto my daughters Abigail and Ruth Peirson 
the remainder of my household furniture excepting one 
chest which I give to my daughter Abigail Peirson to 
be divided equally between them and my will and' mean- 
ing is that my two sons maintain my daughters till other- 
wise provided for, and I also give to my son Silas Peir- 
son my gun and also my wearing apparel to be divided 
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equally between my two sons Silvanus Peirson and Silas 
Peirson their heirs and assigns forever. 

I make and appoint her my said wife Jerusha 
Peirson and my son Silas Peirson executrix and execu- 
tor of this my Last Will and Testament desiring my said 
son to take upon him the charge and trouble thereof 
and to see the same performed according to my intent 
and meaning and lastly I do hereby revoke all former 
and other will or wills by me made and declare this only 
to be my last will and testament. 

In witness whereof I the said Samuel Peirson have 
hereunto set my hand and seal the ninth day of August 
in the thirty second year of Independence of the United 
States of America by the Grace of God free and Inde- 
pendent. 

In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred eight. 

Signed sealed published 

by the said Samuel Peirson 

testator and for his last Samuel Peirson (SS) 

Will and Testament. 

In the presence of us 
who have subscribed 
our Names and Witnesses 
thereto in the Presence 
and at the request 
of the said Testator. 

Gilbert Howell 
James Burnett 

Witnesses 

I certify this to be a true copy of my father's Will 
as it was left to me. We never have had any occasion 
of having it proved and if it will answer we wish you 
to receive it as it is if Consistent. 

Silas Peirson 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Sixth Generation — Sketch of Silas, who died Jan. 28, 
1857, and of Mary Culver, His Wife. 



I ^ iILVANUS, John, Silas, Abigail, Ruth and Pru- 
Ij^J dence were the children of Samuel and Prudence 
H^BI Ball Peirson. 

Silvanus was born Oct. 16, 1771. He died 
May 4, 1849. He was born both deaf and dumb. Of this 
family of six children there were two mutes, Abigail being 
the other. They seem to be the only mutes in the ten gen- 
erations that I am recording. Silvanus married Diadama 
Howe, also a mute. Silvanus came from Southampton, 
N. Y., to Wayne county about 1810 and settled on a small 
farm at an angle in the road leading west from the Mar- 
vin Welcher farm and the road running north past the 
Samuel Peirson farm about one mile north of Hydes- 
ville. Here he spent about 40 years of his life in farming. 

Their children were John, born Dec. 8, 1814 ; Joseph, 
born Mar. 16, 1817; Elijah, born Feb. 28, 1820. After 
Silvanus ' death a pot of gold and silver was found under 
the kitchen floor. John married Sallie Lewis June 8, 
1837. She was born Jan. 11, 1819, and died Feb. 3, 
1899. Their home was the first house south of the old 
New York Central corner. They had no children that 
reached maturity. 

John went to California to dig gold but was only 
moderately successful. He lived to be nearly 81 years 
of age. During the last few months of his life he be- 
came deranged and was sent to Willard Hospital, where 
he died July 13, 1899. 
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Joseph was born March, 1817. He moved to the 
state of Michigan, was married and had one son. We 
are not able to trace him. 

EUjah was born Feb. 28, 1820, and died Sept. 9, 1850. 
He was not married. 




Samuel Peirson 

John, born Nov. 6, 1783, son of Samuel. I have no 
other record of him and T doubt his ever coming to 
Wayne County. I think he died before 1808 as he is 
not mentioned in his father's will and all the other chil- 
dren were except Prudence. 

SILAS 

Silas, the third son, was the pioneer in Wayne Co. 
and the patriarch of the tribe to be, that was to make its 
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home in the town of Arcadia, and the County of Wayne. 

Silas was born May 12, 1786, in Southampton, N. Y. 

He was educated in the district school. When in his 

teens he was bound out to learn the carpenter's trade. 




Mrs. Samuel Peirson 

He was an apt scholar and, having acquired a full knowl- 
edge of his trade as he arrived at his majority, he started 
for the west the day after he was 21 years old, borrowing 
money enough of his sister Ruth to defray his expenses. 
Traveling on foot, he reached Ontario county (which em- 
braced Wayne Co.) sometime in 1807. This county was 
then an almost unbroken wilderness. He worked at his 
trade for the few scattered settlers. He purchased of 
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the Duke of Cumberland, Viscount Newark, and others 
871/2 acres of land for the sum of $314, evidently on a 
contract as the deed is dated June 6, 1815. After clear- 
ing a small plot and erecting a small frame house, he 
returned to Southampton and marri(Hl Hannah DeLong 




Hannah Ann Peirson (Mrs. Gilbert) Jessup 

and brought her to his new home in the west. They had 
one child named Polly, born Feb. 16, 1809, and who died 
March 27, 1826, unmarried. The mother did not long 
survive the birth of this child. 

On May 12, 1811, he was married to Mary Culver, 
born Dec. 27, 1791, a daughter of George and Ruth Cul- 
ver. From this union there were bom ten children: 
Samuel, Hannah, Henry R., Phoebe, William C, Ruth^ 
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Mary, Louisa, George H. and Celia. These were all 
born on the old homestead just north of Hydesville 
where Silas and Mary spent their lives and reared their 
children. Silas took high rank among his fellow towns- 
men, a master mechanic, the first carpenter in this sec- 




Gllbert Jessup 

tion to erect frame buildings with a square and rule 
without resorting to the primitive cut and try system. 
He exchanged one day's carpenter work for three of 
farm labor and thus soon cleared the forest from his land 
and was enabled to increase his tillable acreage very 
fast. New purchases were made from time to time 
until he owned about 250 acres. He was a man of ster- 
ling qualities, of recognized ability, his counsel often 
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being sought by neighbors and townsmen. From 1820 to 
1840 scarcely an election was held that he was not called 
upon to fill some office. Town expenses were not then run- 
ning into the thousands as now. The keep of the town 
poor was bid for at ^^Town meeting day," and the 
farmer who would take them into his family for the 
least money, was awarded them for one year, the sum 
frequently not exceeding $150 per annum. The poor 
then were quite on a par with the school master — they 
boarded around. The town meeting of April 2, 1839, was 
held at V. G. Barney's Inn, located on the corner of Main 
and Canal streets, (now Union street), since occupied by 




Franklin W. Jessup 
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the Arcadia National Bank, the C. S. White block and 
Peirson & Peirson Bank. 

The nominees for supervisor were Silas Peirson, 
Democrat, and Esbon Blackmar, Republican. Blackmar 




Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Peirson and Family 

was the largest commercial produce dealer and most in- 
fluential politician in town. The Republicans depended 
upon his political and business strength and believed he 
surely would win. Peirson was elected by 83 majority. 
During the early days of settlement there came into 
the life of the pioneer not only the demands that are 
incidental to a new civilization but the nation had rights 
that were to be respected. Every able bodied man was 
obliged to belong to some military organization. 
The Indians had been driven back and there was no 
longer danger from them, but England never having 
been reconciled to the result of the Revolution was again 
waging war against the United Colonies or rather, the 
United States, and the War of 1812 brought the enemy 
quite near the farmers' doors. Lake Erie and Lake On- 
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tario were floating English ships of war that were liable 
to attack any section of Northern New York at any time. 
The militia of the town were called upon to be ready 
at a moment's warning. Imagine the suspense of the 
whole community, and the excitement as they listened 
to depredations at Detroit and other Lake points. 




Henry Raynor Peirson 
Father of the Author 

At midnight a loud knock is heard at the heavy 
wooden door. ^^Who is there?" The reply comes back 
in doleful tones: ^^ Silas Peirson, you are hereby com- 
manded to appear at Jessup's Corners tomorrow morn- 
ing at sunrise, armed and equipped as the law directs. 
The British are burning Sodus Point." The militia 
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achieved no great glory at this time as they arrived 
after the enemy fled. As souvenirs Silas Peirson 
brought home several British cannon balls which his 
grandchildren had to play with. George Peirson 's family 
still have these relics, also the musket he carried. The 
military positions held by Silas Peirson are given in 




Calista (Mrs. Henry R.) Peirson 
Mother of the Author 

Clark's Military History of Wayne County. Page 149 — 
Silas Peirson Capt. of Cavalry; page 155, Ensign, 1814; 
page 157, Lieutenant, 1815. 

Jan. 28, 1857, Silas Peirson slept with his fathers, 
honored and beloved by all who knew him. A gentle- 
man of the Old School type. He and all his family were 
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members of the Presbyterian church of East Palmyra, 
the pioneer church of this section. Silas and Mary were 
charter members. 

Abigail was born Oct. 19, 1788. She, like her brother 
Sylvanus, was a mute. I am not advised when she died 
or where she was buried. I remember seeing her at 
my father's house and believe she was a resident of 
Wayne County and never married. 

Ruth was born Jan. 20, 1791 and married Mr. Butts, a 
relative of Mrs. Stafford who went with her daughters 
to Australia. 

Prudence was born March 6, 1793. I am inclined to 
think that Prudence died in Southampton. At least, she 
is not mentioned in her father's Will and must have 
died prior to the date of that instrument, August, 1808. 

The last Will and Testament of Silas Peirson was 
dated April 11, 1853, about four years before his death. 




House Where Henry R. and Calista Peirson Commenced 
Housekeeping in 1840 

Among other things it recites that having given his sons, 
Samuel and Henry, their portion he bequeathed them 
*Hhe sum of one dollar each." His two married daugh- 
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ters, ** Hannah and Phoebe, two hundred ($200) Dollars 
each. His two daughters, Mary and Louisa, Five Hun- 
ded Dollars each; his wife, Mary, her legal dower in 
his estate and life lease of his dwelling. His daughters, 
Mary and Louisa to live with their mother until married. 
To his two sons, William C. and Geoge H., he gives his 
real estate subject to the above dowers.'^ Said will was 
witnessed by Stephen Culver and Horance H. Morse of 
Newark, N. Y. 

Mary Culver, wife of Silas Peirson, born Dec. 27, 
1791, died Feb. 14, 1858, was the daughter of George and 
Ruth Culver. (Ruth was a sister of Cooper Culver) who 
had a family of thirteen children, viz. : 

George, who married Olive Smith. 

Orange, who married Miss Dickinson. 

Jones, who married Mary Tipper. 

Reeves, who married Ursula J. Squires, 1833. 

Silas, who married Eliza Dailey. 

Moses, who married Lydia Moore. 

James, who married Jane Squires. 

Mary, who married Penley. 

Phoebe, who married Lyman Harrison. 

Aurinda, who married Levi Warner. 

Ann, who married Zepheniah Howell. 

Of this large family there is one still living (Aug. 
17, 1909) Ursula, wife of Reeves Culver, now 93 years 
old. They had seven children : Franklin, a bachelor liv- 
ing in California; Albert, born 1839, died Oct. 19, 1907, 
married Helen Tucker; second wife, Catherine Spoyle. 
He was a banker in Maryland. Clorinda, born 1844, not 
married. 

Charlie born 1848. Lived in California. Married 
the second time. Dwelling at present in Mexico, resi- 
dence not known. 

Frederick died young. 
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Eugene, born 1853, died 1908, very suddenly in 
Palmyra, unmarried. 

William, born 1846, married Addie Sabin of Newark, 
had a large family. 

Although there is considerable data of this Culver 
family my purpose is only to trace the direct lines and 
so will leave the other lines for other members of the 
family to trace. 




S. Ray and E. Van Peirson as Children 
Sons of S. S. and Armeda Peirson 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Seventh Generation — Also Eighth, Ninth and Tenth, 
Except the Descendants of Henry R. 

I y^ I S already stated, Silas Peirson married Mary 
Ij^^l DeLong, and had one child named Polly, born 
HMgl Feb. 16, 1808. She died Mar. 27, 1825, being 17 
years, 1 month and 11 days old, and unmarried. 
Her mother died soon after her birth. 

On May 12, 1811, Silas Peirson took for his second 
wife Mary Culver. By her he had ten children : Samuel, 
Hannah Ann, Henry R., Ruth, Phoebe, William C, 
Mary, Louisa, George H., and Celia. 

SAMUEL 

Samuel was born June 14, 1812, and died Feb. 11, 
1898. He married Eliza Nicholoy Sept. 30, 1834, who 
was born Apr. 8, 1815, and died April 3, 1889. They had 
seven children, viz., Ruth, Henry J., Andrew J., Martha, 
Albert, Byron and Edwin. 

Samuel was a farmer. His farm was located just 
north of his father's. He lived there during the most 
of his active life, spending the last few years in the vil- 
lage of Newark. He was a man of strong convictions; 
having a strong mind and a strong body, he was emi- 
nently fitted to meet the rude conditions of early days 
in society and citizenship. He was a successful farmer. 
Uniting good, sound sense with acquired information, 
he was more prosperous than the average farmer of 
his times. 

He was a life-long Democrat (except for a short 
time he followed the hallucination Know Nothingism) 
frequently being called to fill town offices and was once 
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nominated for Member of the Assembly against a hope- 
less Republican majority and was of course defeated. 
He and his wife were members and regular attendants 
of the East Palmyra Presbyterian church and both are 
buried in East Palmyra burying grounds. 

Ruth, their eldest child, was born July 5, 1835. She 
was educated in the district school and Palmyra Acad- 
emy or High school. On Feb. 11, 1858, she married 
Elezer Mighles Hyde and they lived in Hydesville on 
his farm about twelve years, until they were divorced 
after which she went to live with her parents. 

On her 75th birthday the cousins on the Nicholoy 
and Peirson side had a picnic at her home on Williams 
street, presenting her with 75 pieces of silver and a 
handful besides to grow on. 

In early life she joined the East Palmyra Presby- 
terian church and on removal of the family to Newark 
transferred her membership to the Newark Park Pres- 
byterian church. She was a worthy member and useful 
in good works. At present (October, 1916) she is in the 
Ladies' Home at Williamsville, N. Y. 

Henry J., eldest son of Samuel and Eliza, was born 
May 25, 1838. He married Syrena S. Prescott May 
23, 1865. She was born Jan. 25, 1844. Henry com- 
menced his active life as a farmer. In the year 1864 
he purchased half interest in the flouring and grist 
mill at Mud Mills, the firm being S. S. and H. J. Peirson. 
After two years this firm sold out and he became a 
partner in the firm of Westfall & Peirson, conducting 
a grocery and general produce business. After a time 
he purchased his partner's interest and for several 
years conducted the business alone, finally exchanging 
it for a large dairy farm at EUenville, N. Y., where he 
lived several years, returning to Newark where he now 
(1916) resides. 

The children of Henry J. and Syrena S. are Her- 
bert Prescott, born Mar. 3, 1866. Sept. 18, 1898, he 
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married Jane Cantine of Ellenville, N. Y. She was 
born Feb. 9, 1871. They had one child, Vida Livingston, 
who was born Dec. 26, 1909. 

Anna L., born June 12, 1869. Married Nov. 25, 1891 
Irving L. Ernhout, born May 5, 1869, died Aug. 26, 1904. 
They had children, Leslie P., born April 30, 1893. 




House Where Henry R. and Caiista Peirson Lived from 1841 to 1852 
Birthplace Silas, Adelaide and Sarah 

Stephen H., born Nov. 10, 1894. Helen S., born April 
12, 1899, died Aug. 26, 1904. Marjorie J., born May 
22, 1900. Clara S., born May 14, 1903. Their home has 
been in Ellenville, N. Y. 

Henry Davis, born Feb. 11, 1878, has thus far lived 
a bachelor. After finishing his schooling at Newark 
High School Academy he engaged in business in Eoch- 
^ster and has been quite successful. His holdings are 
principally in real estate in Rochester. 

Andrew Jackson, third child of Samuel and Eliza, 
was born June 9, 1841. Educated in district school; 
lived with his father on the farm until the breaking out 
of the Rebellion when he enlisted in the 111th Reg. N. 
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Y. S. Vol. under command of Capt. E. K. Burnham. 
Was mustered out and returned home and was quietly 
married Jan. 20, 1862 at the Presbyterian parsonage 
to Helen Crandall, daughter of Dr. Crandall of Fairville. 
She died June 11, 1896. They had children, Fred L., 
born Oct. 18, 1871. Married Leona Stutter July 2, 1893. 
They have no children. Carrie Eliza was born Mar. 
7, 1866. Married Hays Ostrander Oct. 2, 1881. Had 
children Gertrude E., born Sept. 15, 1882, and Nina P. 
was born Oct. 4, 1884. 

Gertrude and Nina live with their aunt, Mrs. 
Eugene Nichols of Palmyra who furnished their educa- 
tion and traveled at home and abroad with them exten- 
sively. They are members of Palmyra Presbyterian 
church and unmarried, 1916. 

Andrew J. for his second wife married Emma Kelley 
of Palmyra, Mar. 9, 1901, soon after moving to Frews- 
berg, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., where they now reside. 
They had no children. 

Martha, fourth child of Samuel and Eliza, was born 
April 7, 1845. Married Feb. 2, 1867 Esbon Parker, 
born Sept. 11, 1839, died April 28, 1877. She died Feb. 
5, 1891. They lived about one mile north of Hydesville 
on their farm. E. Parker spent several years in Dead- 
wood and the west in gold mining, which proved only 
fairly successful. Time spent mostly in placer mining 
camps. He was probably killed April 28, 1877 in the 
Black Hills. They had children, Stella, bom July 29, 
1869, died in infancy in 1870. Samuel P., born Sept. 4, 
1871, married Maud Willson of Port Gibson Mar. 9, 1892. 
They had children, Esbon B., born Mar. 23, 1893. Wil- 
lard W., born June 5, 1894. 

Martha married for her second husband Frank Lape 
of Newark. 

Albert S., fifth child of Samuel and Eliza Peirson, 
was born Jan. 22, 1849. Married Lucy Sanford Nov. 
30, 1876, born January 3, 1856, died February 9, 1900. 
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Residence of H. R. and Calista Peirson from 1852 to About 1866 




House Owned by H. R. Peirson from 1866, About Three Years 
Known as Van Hoesen Place 
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Had children Maud and Grace. Maud was born Aug. 
26, 1878, married Cecil Quinlin Nov. 5, 1895. They have 
two children, June Lucile, born Jan 23, 1909, and Euth 
Eloise, born June 25, 1914. 

Grace was born Jan. 16, 1874, died Sept. 24, 1911. 
She married June 27, 1900, Roy Curtis, born Sept. 9, 
1871. They had two children, Martha L., born Aug. 30, 
1908, and Albert P., born Aug. 21, 1904. 

Roy Curtis' second wife was Vera Grippen, born 
Sept. 15, 1889. No children 1916. 

Albert married for his second wife, Mrs. Mary E. 
Spoor, of Newark, N. Y., bom May 13, 1863. Their 
home is in East Palmyra where he has a fine farm and 
is one of the most progressive farmers. They are mem- 
bers of the East Palmyra Presbyterian church. 

Byron, sixth child of Samuel and Eliza, born May 
5, 1851. Married Jennie Chapman Jan. 22, 1874. He 
died Mar. 9, 1908. They had children, Carlos B., L. 
Inez, Charles, Minnie, Addie. 

Carlos B., born April 5, 1875, married Edna M. 
Pulver, Jan. 22, 1895. Had children. Earl J. Peirson, 
born March 4, 1897, Byron P., born July 24, 1904. 

L. Inez, born Oct. 16, 1879, married Benj. Juna, 
Aug. 20, 1901. Had children, Lee Albert, born Aug. 
22, 1902. 

Charles A., bom Aug. 2, 1886, married Stella May 
Frazier, Aug. 29, 1904. Had children, Charles B., born 
June 7, 1905. Winifred George born Nov. 20, 1906. 
Raymond F., born July 21, 1908. Edward B., born Dec. 
31, 1909. Manley, born November, 1916. 

Minnie L., born Nov. 20, 1881. Married Charles 
G. Bennett June 26, 1907. 

Addie S., married Meta F. Hill Jan. 4, 1906. Had 
one child, Francis L., born Mar. 25, 1907. 

Byron was born and bred a farmer, but in middle life 
moved to Newark, then he resided in Seneca Falls with 
his son until his death. 
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Edwin, youngest child of Samuel and Eliza, born 
Mar. 22, 1855, died in infancy. 

HANNAH ANN 

Hannah Ann Peirson, born June 6, 1814, died Feb. 
13, 1892. Educated in the district schools, she grew 
up to be a lovely Christian woman of fine temperament 
and disposition. She married Gilbert Jessup Jan. 1, 
1833. He was born Mar. 5, 1809. Died Aug. 16, 1882. 
Hannah died Feb. 13, 1892. He was well educated and 
a mechanic of superior talent. It was often said that 
he had ^^ wheels in his head'' as he was constantly study- 
ing and inventing agricultural implements. 

They commenced their married life one mile north 
of Newark just across Mud creek at what has since been 
known as Jessup 's corners. 

Across the street from the house was the little shop 
where he manufactured and mended farming implements 
and here he became acquainted with the farmer's wants 
and here he laid the foundation for his future work, 
which was to give the world so many useful, labor- 
saving machines and devices. 

The following was furnished by his son, W. F. 
Jessup : 

Newark, N. Y. 

Gilbert Jessup lived near Newark on a farm till 
about 1836, then he sold the farm and began the manu- 
facturing business, making thrashers and separators, his 
shop being burned down in about 1840 when he lost all 
he had as he carried no insurance on the property. He, 
however, rebuilt and remained there till about 1846 when 
he moved to Palmyra and entered into the manufacture 
of machines under the firm name of Foster, Jessup & 
Co., remaining there until 1854 or 1855 when he sold 
out to Newton Foster and went to Ohio where his health 
gave out and he returned to Chapinville, N. Y., and be- 
gan the manufacture of Clover Threshing machines. 
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From Chapinville he moved to Shortsville in which place 
he remained until his death. 

Following is a list of his patents: 

Thrashing machine, 1837 

Churn, 1839 

Grain Drill, 1845 

Cotton Planter, 1849 

Grain Drill, 1851 

Plaster Sower, 1856 

Hoist and track for unloading hay, 1868 

Phosphate Sower, 1875 

He became a member of the Presbyterian church 
in Newark about 1830. Was ex-deacon in Shortsville, 
and continued a member of this same church in the dif- 
ferent places in which he lived. 

Hannah A. and Gilbert Jessup had three sons, 
Silas Lewis, William Franklin and George Robert. 

Silas Lewis, born April 8, 1834, died May 31, 1836. 

William F., born Aug. 30, 1839 and died Jan. 1, 
1912. He was educated in Palmyra High school. Like 
his father he was fond of machinery and devoted his 
life to mechanical work. December, 1875 he married 
Sarah Peacock, born Mar. 27, 1856. They resided in 
Shortsville, N. Y., until 1888, moved to Rochester, from 
there to Brockport in 1893. In 1905 they moved to 
Newark and established the Wayne Wheel Works. 
In each of the above named places he had been 
engaged in similar business. He issued several 
patents which were serviceable in his business. 
One son was born to W. F. and Sarah Jessup 
Oct. 12, 1877, Ray. He followed his father's business 
and is a very capable business man. He is secretary 
of the Wayne Wheel Works. June 18, 1902 Ray mar- 
ried Elizabeth E. Smith of Brockport, born Sept. 25, 
1878, a lady of high musical talent. They have one child, 
a daughter, named Helen Challis, born May 2, 1906. 
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House Owned by H. R. Peirson from 1869 to about 1875 
Also Owned by S. S. Peirson, Birthplace of L. A. Peirson, 186^ 




Farm House on Farm Near East Palmyra Owned by H. R. Peirson 
Purchased of His Estate by S. S. Peirson 
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The Jessup family are all members of Newark Park 
Presbyterian church. 

George Robert Jessup, third son of Gilbert and Han- 
nah, was born Oct. 30, 1849. Like his father and 




Samuel Adeiman Peirson 
Son of Henry R. and Calista 

brother, was mechanically inclined. Spent most of his 
life in Shortsville in a wheel factory. For a few years 
he worked and conducted a farm near Lima, N. Y. He 
married Josephine Heath June 5, 1873. She was born 
Sept. 16, 1853. They had children, viz.: Hattie Mae, 
born May 17, 1874. Married Sept. 2, 1891 Herbert C. 
Van Sickle. Had children, Kenneth, Ruth, Paul, Ronald. 
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Edwin Oscar, born June 2, 1876, married Maud A. 
Molye June 17, 1903. 

Lavinia, born Sept. 11, 1878, died Sept. 12, 1878. 
Clement Earle, born Aug. 4, 1885. 




Henry Adelbert Peirson 
Son of Henry R. and Callsta 

HENRY R. 

Henry Rayner born Jan. 22, 1816, died May 29, 
1900, married Calista Reeves April 22, 1840. She was 
born May 13, 1820, and died Oct. 27, 1896. 

Henry R. was educated in the district schools. An 
incident occurred in the selection of his books that he 
often related. Nathaniel Corwin was the ^ ' school master * ^ 
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Residence of H. R. Peirson from 1875 to 1883 

of that day over the Hydesville school. Henry R. pre- 
sented a grammar as one of his studies. The master 
asked him why he desired to study grammar. He re- 
plied that his father had given two days carpenter work 
at three dollars per day (the book cost six dollars) 
to buy the book and wished him to study it. Are you 
going to be a doctor, lawyer or minister? No, probably 
not. Then you have no need for that book and you can 
carry it home. The master was strong enough to thrash 
the boys and keep them straight but probably not able to 
instruct in grammar. At about the age of 18 Henry 
was thought not to be robust enough for a farmer and 
so was apprenticed to learn boot and shoe making. 
After a year or two he gave up his trade and went back 
to the farm. At the age of 24 he married Calista Reeves, 
and lived one year in the little red house on his father's 
farm. In the year 1841 he bought and moved to the farm 
now known as the 0. M. Clark farm, four miles north of 
Newark. Soon after this their first son, Silas Spencer, 
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was born June 18, 1841. They lived and labored here 
for about twelve years. His farm became productive 
under his intelligent management. He was one of the 
first to become interested in the improvement and prop- 
agation of fruit trees, and had apples, peaches and cher- 
ries in abundance. Mary, Adelaide Calista, Sarah 
Louisa, Samuel Adelman and Henry Adelbert, twins 
and Herbert were born on this farm. 

About 1852 he exchanged the farm for a house and 
lot on the corner of South Main and West Maple street 
in the village of Newark. Here they resided for about 
a dozen years. Orpha May was born here in 1858. 




Miss Orpha Reeves 
Sister of Mrs. H. R. Peirson 
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Samuel B. Reeves 
Father of Mrs. H. R. Peirson 

The children of Henry R. and Calista ^vill be writ- 
ten up under the eighth generation. 

During their residence in Newark Henry R. was 
variously employed. For several years he was engaged 
in the **dro\ang business," buying live stock in the in- 
terior and western states and shipping through to New 
York. In this business he was associated with D. A. and 
W. O. Sherman. For several years owned and operated 
the mill at Mud Mills. This was during Abolition days. 
Henry R. was not an Abolitionist, but after the war 
broke out he took sides with the North and became what 
was known as a **war democrat." 
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Sally (Mrs. Samuel B.) Reeves 
Mother of Mrs. H. R. Peirson 

He assisted in raising and equipping several com- 
panies, 1st Company 111th Vols., Capt. E. K. Burnham, 
and was President of the town organization for that 
purpose. About the year 1865 or 1866, he exchanged 
his house and lot for the farm one mile west of Newark 
on the north side of the canal near AUerton's bridge 
and once more became a farmer. This proved a profit- 
able investment as during the last years of the Rebellion 
farm produce was very high (wheat $3.00 and corn $1.50 
per bushel), and this increased the value of farm lands, 
arid enabled him to sell the farm for $125 per acre. 

Up to this time there had been two deaths in their 
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family, Herbert and Orpha May, Herbert living only 
one month and Orpha May only four months. 

On the 26th day of October, 1866, Henry Adelbert 
died, (one of the twins) at the age of 17 years. On 
Sept. 30, 1878, his son Samuel A. died. 

In 1869 Mr. and Mrs. Peirson moved to the village 
again, buying what is now known as the Norton place 
on Church street. In 1875 they bought and moved into 
the fine old Bartle place on West Miller street, living 
there till 1883, when they sold it and bought the Brush 
place on Church street, where they lived nearly three 
years, selling it in the fall of 1886 to Peter Muth. They 
then went into the new house which they had built on 
West Miller street, where they remained until their 
deaths. 

In May, 1900 Henry R. had an attack of Grippe 
followed by pneumonia. His death occurred May 29, 
1900. He was buried in the family burying grounds 
at East Palmyra where so many of his friends are sleep- 
ing. He was fond of his home and his family. His 
temperament sunny, his disposition pleasant, even and 
lovable. The old age of such a man is always beautiful 
and his termination a severe affiction. 

Calista Reeves, wife of Henry R. Peirson, was the 
second daughter of Samuel B. and Sally Reeves (a 
daughter of Daniel Harding). 

Calista was a devoted wife and mother, devoting 
her time to her family until they were grown, when she 
became interested in sketching and painting. At the 
age of fifty she copied several excellent pieces which 
adorn the walls of the homes of her children which speak 
well of a natural talent developed late in life. A noble 
conscientious Christian woman, most thoroughly de- 
voted to her home and family. She died Oct. 27, 1896, 
in her 77th year of cancer on her neck near the jugular 
vein. Singular as it may seem there was no pain, which 
Dr. Reed could not account for. 
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Samuel B. Reeves, her father, was born Nov. 23, 
1795, and married Sally Harding, who was born Sept. 20, 
1798 and died Oct. 23, 1870. They were married Feb. 6, 
1817. Mr. Reeves died Dec. 28, 1879. Louisa Reeves 
was bom June 13, 1818, married Hiram Welcher Oct. 18, 
1837. Calista Reeves was born May 15, 1820 and mar- 
ried Henry R. Peirson April 23, 1840. Orpha Reeves 
was born Aug. 16, 1821. She was unmarried and died 
April 10, 1871. ** Every day is a little life, and our 
whole life is a day repeated." 



1840 — 1890 



(TTiis poem was written by Rev. A. Parke Burgess, D. D., pastor 
of the family, and read by him at the fiftieth wedding anniversary 
of Henry R. and Calista Peirson.) 

Between these two dates, like the leaves of a book, 

Are folded the years of a married life; 
And today o'er the treasured annal we look — 
One chapter of blessedness — husband and wife, 
Fifty fair pages, all bright 
With a silver and golden light. 

Some contrasts we find; nor can it seem strange 

That spaces of sunshine have shadows between; 
A half century covers a varying range 
Of events, and life is a shifting scene; 
Fifty fair pages, and each 
With its own special lesson to teach. 

On its earliest pages, a roseate glow. 

Telling well the story of youth and of love; 
Growing deeper and richer as years come and go, 
And blending, anon, with the light from aDove — 
Fifty fair pages, that shine. 
At last, with a lustre divine. 

Stories these pages might tell if they would. 
Stories of struggles, and crosses and tears; 
Of patient endeavor, come evil, come good. 
Two lives with one aim through the on-going years; 
Fifty fair pages that tell 
Of a race run bravely and well. 

What changes the pages record, and how great 

The achievements of science! What arts have had birth 
What progress been made in church and in state! 
New life breaking forth like a fiood o*er the earth: 
Fifty fair pages, that seem 
Like the boldest fiight of a dream. 
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Rev. A. Parke Burgess, D. D. 
Pastor of Newark Presbyterian Church 1874 — 1900 

For railroad, telegraph, sewing machine, 

Typewriter, telephone, "patent out sides," 
"Wheels," ringers, dynamos, run in between 
The lids of this book; and a great gulf divides 
Fifty fair pages — first and last — 
Then and now — the present and past. 

And thunders of war and battle's fierce tide, 

And liberty's heraldry, lofty and free. 
Have cut for themselves a deep channel and wide,. 
Between the old days and the days yet to be: 
Fifty fair pages record 
The wonderful works of the Lord. 

The redolent morning arose to the noon; 

The silver turned golden as evening drew near; 
The journey, though weary, will terminate soon; 
The gates of the city of God will appear: 
Fifty fair pages will shine 
In the light of a glory divine. 
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Mrs. A. Parke Burgess 

A HALF CENTURY 
(By Rev. A. Parke Burgess, D. D.) 

As autumn lends a golden hue 
To harvest field and woody bower, 

And richer tints o'erspread the blue, 
When nearer draws the sunset hour, 

So to our human lives may come. 
From God's sweet sunshine, year by year, 

Before the sheaves are gathered home, 
A golden beauty rich and rare. 

The good deeds wrought, as time went by. 
The virtues fostered, day by day. 

These blend along life's evening sky. 
And brighter make the pilgrim way. 

'Tis meet, my friends, this festive scene 
Is placed in autumn's earlier time. 

For you, at three score years and ten. 
To us seem only in your prime. 
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We gather here, today^ to share 

With you the joy and wealth untold 
Of fifty years, more rich and rare 

Than vaults of silver and of gold. 

We come to talk the old times o'er; 

To tread the paths of by-gone years; 
To sing the wedding song once more, 

And charm away regretful tears. 

These fifty years of shade and shine. 

Of youthful love, and visions fair, 
Of raising babies, milking kine. 

And building castles in the air. 

Of felling trees and pulling stumps, 

Of driving oxen with beech goads, 
Of plowing roots with lively bumps, 

Of grading up primeval roads, 

Of living in the snug log home. 

With kitchen, parlor, pantry, hall, 
And dining, sitting, sleeping-room 

In one — and room enough for all, 

Of going to meeting on a sled. 
Of breaking up the rich green sward, 

Of eating pork and Indian bread. 
Of toil which yielded quick reward: 

What years they were, what joys they brought; 

What ups and downs, what blooms and snows; 
What tranquil seas, disturbed by nought. 

What squalls, that never came to blows! 

If life has been diversified. 
With clouds and beams of light between. 

If by extremes of fortunes tried, 
Then, all the better, life has been. 

A meek old man of placid vis, 

His parson met with twinkling eyes. 
And piously remarked that his 

Connubial card has drawn a prize. 

"For parson," quoth this goodish saint, 
"In all these years myself and wife 
Have passed no cross words of complaint, 
Nor quarreled once in all our life." 

"Not one dispute along the way," 

Exclaimed the parson, "not a fuss!" 
"If so, then I am bound to say 

Your life has been monotonous." 
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Well, you have sailed the seas of life 

Through fifty years in every weather, 
Captain and mate, husband and wife, 

You've braved the storms and waves together. 

And now, the harbor's drawing near; 

Your sun slopes to the western portal; 
The gloaming gathers; and you hear 

The surf-beat on the shores immortal. 

So, join your hands, repeat the vow. 

The deathless bonds that you entwine. 
And stronger make your love to grow. 

And purer, deeper, more divine; 

Yes, join your hands, and wedded be 

To walk beside the Lamb in white 
On that bright shore, beyond the sea. 

As you've sailed, fifty years, tonight. 
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Last Residence of H. R. and Calista Pelrson 
Purchased of His Estate by Sarah Peirson Price 
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CROSSING THE BAR 

(Sung at the funerals of both Henry R. and Calista Peirson.) 

Sunset and evening star, 

And one clear call for me! 
And may there be no moaning of the bar 

When I put out to sea. 
But such a time as moving seems asleep, 

Too full for sound and foam 
When that which drew from out the boundless deep, 

Turns again home. 
Twilight and evening bell. 

And after that the dark! 
And may there be no sadness of farewell 

When 1 embark. 
For, though from out our bourne of time and place 

The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face, 

When I have crossed the bar. — Tennyson 




Phoebe Peirson (Mrs. Benjamin) Bailey 
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Benjamin A. Bailey 



RUTH 



Ruth, the sixth child of Silas and Mary, was born 
Jan. 19, 1824 and died in infancy June 12, 1825. 

PHOEBE 

Phoebe, the 4th child of Silas and Mary Peirson, 
was born Mar. 15, 1819. On Jan. 16, 1830, she married 
Benj. A. Bailey born Oct. 11, 1813. He died July 27, 
1879. Phoebe followed him and died Aug. 2, 1896. 
They had children, Mary Evangelia, Harriet, William 
Benjamin and Calista Antoinette. Mary was born Mar. 
16, 1842, died Mar. 23, 1869, married Myron Clark, son 
of Isaac Clark, born Dec. 1843, died 1905, leaving no 
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children. Harriet was born March 9, 1846. She never 
married, and died Nov. 24, 1903. Nettie was born 
August 15, 1850, and is now living in Newark, N. Y. 
She never married — like Dorcas of old, she ministered 
to the poor. 




William Clark Peirson 

WILLIAM CLARK 

William Clark was the third son of Silas and Mary 
Peirson, born Apr. 6, 1821, married Caroline Clark, 
who was born Oct. 12, 1837, died September 24, 1880. 
He died July 26, 1889. He was a farmer and lived 
on the old homestead just north of Hydesville. He 
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afterward exchanged his farm on the east side of the 
mill pond for the Jacob Lusk farm where he lived the 
remaining part of his life. He died a violent death 
being internally injured by backing a wagon out of 
the barn in harvest time. 




Mrs. William Clark Peirson 

They had children, William Tracy, George Conway 
and Mary A. William Tracy, born Oct. 6, 1868, first son 
of William and Caroline, educated in Newark High School 
and Union College, became bookkeeper in the First Na- 
tional Bank then Cashier in the Arcadia National Bank. 
Politics a Republican as all of his family were. Married 
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Mary Pelrson (Mrs. Edwin) Rogers 

Feb. 5, 1890 Anna Smith born Aug. 3, 1867. Had 
<3hild, William T. Peirson, died June 10, 1898. George 
Conway, born July 30, 1870, second son of William and 
Caroline, married Mary Farmer Apr. 24, 1889. She 
was born Dec. 3, 1868. He was educated in Newark 
High School and Rochester Business University. He 
owns a farm adjoining his brother William's, one- 
half a mile west of the N. Y. C. Station. He was 
appointed several years ago as Postal Clerk on 
the N. Y. C. R. R. at a very remunerative salary. 
They have one child Lucile, born Feb. 14, 1891, who 
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Edwin Rogers 

married Karl Schuman October 29, 1915. He was 
born April 29, 1891. Mary Peirson born August 2, 
1866. At this writing, Oct. 1916, is unmarried and in 
Newark. She has been a teacher of the blind at Knox- 
ville, Tenn., for several years. 

MARY 

Mary, the third daughter of Silas and Mary Peir- 
son, was born June 12, 1826, and died May 16, 1862, 
married Edwin Rogers, who was born Dec. 13, 1820 
and died Jan. 17, 1906, as his second wife. They lived 
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near Palmyra village on a beautiful farm. Albert 
Rogers, a son by the first wife was born Sept. 6, 1846. 
He was educated in Palmyra High School, served in 
the Civil War. Afterwards he married Martha Pierce. 
He died in 1911. Mrs. Martha Rogers still lives a widow 
in Palmyra. Mary, the daughter of Mary and Edwin 
Rogers, was born Dec. 11, 1859. She was educated 
in Palmyra High School and married to Fred 
M. Allerton on Nov. 25, 1885. Fred AUerton was 




Louisa Peirson (Mrs. A. W.) Hyde 

born Dec. 26, 1851. They have two children, Ruth, 
born Jan. 31, 1891, married Sept. 16, 1914 to Stuart 
Reed who was born Oct. 30, 1890. He is engaged with 
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the Eeed Mfg. Co., one of the best industries in Newark. 
They reside in West Ave. and have one child, a daugh- 
ter, Mary, bom May 8, 1916. Eoger Allerton was bom 
July 22, 1899. 
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Artemus W. Hyde 

LOUISA 
Louisa, the fourth daughter of Silas and Mary Peir- 
son, was born June 8, 1830 and died September 13, 1892. 
She was educated in the district school at Hydesville. 
On February 2, 1858 she married Artemus W. Hyde, 
born September 9, 1816, died January 5, 1892, as his 
second wife and had three children, Artemus Douglas, 
William Henry and Meda L. Artemus Douglas Hyde 
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was born March 28, 1861. On September 29, 1888 he 
was married to Rosa Hoeltzel of Newark. He died 
February 19, 1890. His widow now resides in Newark. 
William Henry Hyde was born July 26, 1863. He mar- 
ried Bertha Jackson and they are now living in Denver, 
Colorado. They have had two children, Louisa, who 




George H. Peirson 

is now Mrs. Paul Williams, of Denver. She has one 
daughter, Jean, Henry, also married and living in 
Denver. 

Meda L. was educated in Newark High School and 
married Peter R. Sleight. She died May 4, 1900. They 
had two children, Marjory and George. Marjory was 
born July 26, 1891, attended Newark High School and 
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Smith College, and was married to Samuel Lynn Maxon 
October 21, 1915. He was born October 1, 1881. George 
was born March 8, 1894 and was educated in Newark 
High School and at Cazenovia Seminary. 




Mrs. George H. Peirson 



GEORGE HARRISON 



George Harrison Peirson, fourth son of Silas and 
Mary, born April 22, 1833, educated in district schools, 
and a farmer by profession. He married Mary Wake- 
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man Dec. 14, 1858, born March 31, 1838. They had chil- 
dren, Eva M., born August 15, 1860, educated in Newark 
High School and married Feb. 21, 1884, Frank Howell, 
born Jan. 21, 1857. They moved from Newark to the 




Mrs. Hiram Welcher 

suburbs of Buffalo. Have children, George Peirson, born 
Nov. 16, 1884, married Selma Van Cise, July 27, 1910, 
born March 7, 1892 and have child born Oct. 24, 1911, 
named Dorothy. Charles William, born June 15, 1889 
and unmarried Oct. 1915. Antoinette Louise, born Mar. 
31, 1891, was married Nov. 4, 1916 to Raymond G. Heim, 
of Lancaster, N. Y. George and Mary had one 
daughter Martha born July 1, 1864, who died in infancy 
Oct. 23, 1872. The third daughter was named Flora, 
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born July 1, 1867. She married W. D. Quinby Sep. 20, 
1893. They moved to Omaha, he being an express 
clerk, and while defending his car from robbers he was 
almost killed. After two years he so far recovered 




Hiram Welcher ,. 

that he returned to the express business. They also 
suffered great loss during the great flood of the Miss- 
issippi, when the city of Omaha was partially destroyed, 
and their house turned half way around on its base. 
They have children, Mary C, born Sept. 4, 1896 and 
Ruth E., born July 31, 1901. 

The fourth daughter, Frances Irene, was born 
June 9, 1869, studied in Newark High School, and mar- 
ried Leonard Wheat Oct. 22, 1895. He is a photographer 
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of marked merit, having for a long time owned the lead- 
ing galleries in Newark. No children. 

The fifth daughter was called Myrta Louise, bom 
June 16, 1875, graduated from Newark High School, 
married Ernest J. Beed Nov. 4, 1903, born Jan. 18, 1876. 
He was in the produce commission business. They re- 
side in Brooklyn. No children. 

CELIA 

Celia, the tenth child of Silas and Mary, was bom 
April 6, 1837, and died April 10, 1839. 




Banking House of Peirson A Perkins from 1872 to 1897 

Succeeded by Peirson & Peirson from 1897 to 1905, Succeeded by 

Newark State Bank from 1905 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The Eighth, Ninth and Tenth Generations of the De- 
scendants of Author's Parents, Henry R. and Calista, 



m 



N the preceding chapter, the descendants of nine 
of the children of Silas and Mary Peirson are 
described. This chapter deals with the de- 
scendants of Henry R. and Calista Peirson only, 
in the eighth, ninth and tenth generations, as this is 
the direct branch of the author and compiler of this 
genealogy. The most of this record was written in 
1910, but has been brought down to November, 1916, and 
was completed on Election Day, Nov. 7, 1916, just on 
the eve of the author's departure for his winter home 
in Sea Breeze, Florida. 

SILAS SPENCER 

Silas Spencer was the eldest son of Henry R. and 
Calista Peirson, born June 18, 1841, in the little red 
house on the Silas Peirson farm just north of Hydes- 
ville. His father soon purchased a farm about a mile 
farther north now (1910) owned by 0. M. Clark, where 
he resided eleven or twelve years. For five or six 
years he attended the district school. In 1852 or 1853 
the farm was sold and the family moved to Newark into 
the brick house at the corner of S. Main St. and Maple 
Ave., now known as the south end grocery. Here he 
attended the High School until he was seventeen years 
old when he was employed by A. F. Cressy as clerk, 
first at Clyde then at Newark in his grocery and provision 
store. Realizing the need of more education he spent 

85 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE PEIRSON FAMILY IN WAYNE COUNTY, NEW YORK 

one year at Lima Seminary. Re-entering the store of 
A. F. Cressy for two years he acted as salesman. After 
two years clerkship he formed a partnership with John 
Westfall and they purchased their employer's business 




Banking House of Peirson & Perkins 

in March 1862. Two months before the day when he 
was of age he entered upon his business career. When 
he was about sixteen years old he was converted and 
joined the Newark Presbyterian church. In 1864 he 
exchanged his interest in the store for a half interest 
in Mud Mills. Henry J. Peirson purchasing the other 
half. Under the firm name of S. S. and H. J. Peirson 
they carried on the Milling business for two years when 
they sold the mill and business to Z. W. Smith. 

In 1866, he formed a partnership with E. P. Sover- 
hill and opened a bank under the name of S. S. Peirson 
& Co., Bankers. During the first year Soverhill retired 
and S. S. Peirson continued in the banking business 
with his father as silent partner, until 1872 when C. H. 
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Perkins purchased his father's interest and they did a 
general banking business under the title of Peirson & 
Perkins, bankers. In connection with this business they 
carried on a general commission and produce business 
under the name of C. H. Perkins & Co. This business 
grew into a large and lucrative business. These two 
friends continued for over a quarter of a century, the 
bank being the leading bank in Newark, and the com- 
mission and produce firm being the leading one in the 
county. The products handled by C. H. Perkins reached 




First National Bank of Newark 



nearly every state in the Union and many of the larg- 
est cities of Europe. They were the first to introduce 
evaporated apples in the United States and Europe. 
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Rev. G. R. H. Shumway, Pastor of the Presbyterian Church 
of Newark, 1844—1869 

They handled large quantities of peppermint oil at home 
and abroad. They hold medals awarded by Paris Ex- 
position, New Orleans and St. Louis National Fairs, 
showing the superiority of their goods. Mr. Perkins 
was a man of large business capacity and was instru- 
mental in financing and building up quite a number of 
business enterprises, and making Newark the best 
market town in the county, all of which was a large 
factor in causing Newark to become the most progres- 
sive town in the county. The Peirson and Perkins bank 
enjoyed the reputation for a conservative and sound 
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financial institution, during its existence weathering 
some of the worst financial panics of the century, the best 
decade of business being from 1884 to 1894. Perkins 
withdrew from the firm in 1897, taking the commission 
business as his own and Ray and Ernest, sons of S. S. 
Peirson, entered the banking firm under the firm name 
Peirson and Peirson. Ernest divided his time with the 




House Where Silas S. and Armeda Peirson Went to Housekeeping, 
October 1864, at Mud Mills 

produce, evaporated goods and essential oil business. 
Peirson and Peirson continued until 1905 when the bank 
was incorporated under the State Laws and known as 
the Newark State Bank. C. P. H. Vary assumed one- 
half ownership and was elected President, S. S. Peirson, 
Vice-President, and S. Ray Peirson Cashier. This 
Bank was organized with a capital of $50,000. It did 
a flourishing business and the total assets in August, 1910 
were over $330,000. December 24, 1910, another item 
of interest is to be added to the Peirson Banking busi- 
ness. On this date the Newark State Bank purchased 
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the controlling interest in the First National Bank with 
a view of merging the two banks, continuing the busi- 
ness under the First National Bank's Charter. The 
Directors of the Newark State Bank became the Directors 
of the First National Bank. The First National Bank 
has a capital of $150,000 with a surplus of $75,000. The 
merging of the two banks makes a total asset of over 
a million dollars. C. P. H. Vary, President; S. Ray 
Peirson was the first Cashier, and he was succeeded by 
his brother, E. V. Peirson, in 1915. 

May 30, 1864, on a beautiful spring morning Silas 
S. Peirson and Armeda Van Wagenen were united in 
the holy bonds of wedlock by Reverend George H. 
Shumway. After a short bridal trip to Niagara Falls 
they resided with Armeda 's parents on the farm until 
October 1, 1864, when they commenced housekeeping 
on the corner at Mud Mills in the house belonging to 
the mill. In the spring of 1865 S. S. and H. J. Peirson 
connected the baking business with the mill by buying 
out the Mathews bakery, located just west of Newark 
City Hall. S. S. and Armeda moved from the mill to 
the house^ just opposite the bakery and resided there 
six or seven months when they purchased and moved 
into the house on the corner of East Avenue and East 
Union street, opposite the Gardenier Hotel. Here 
their first child was born Nov. 26, 1865, Silas Ray, also 
their second son, Ernest Van, was born October 9, 1867. 
In the spring of 1868 they exchanged the East Union 
street house and lot for the brick house located second 
house east of Newark Union School on Church street. 
Herein they resided about three years. September 
12, 1869, Louis Arnold, the third son was born. In the 
spring of 1871 they sold this house and lot to Henry R. 
Peirson and purchased the brick house on the corner 
of Main and Jefferson streets. For seven years this 
was their happy home. Here on the 22nd of May their 
first daughter, Mary Armeda, was born. S. S. Peirson 
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Residence of S. S. and Armeda Peirson, Corner East Ave* 

and East Union Street, Newark 

Birthplace of S. R., 1865 and E. Van, 1867 




Residence of S. S. and Armeda Peirson, Corner SoutFi Main 

and Jefferson Streets, Newark, N. Y. 

Birthplace of Mary Armeda, 1872 
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and family are all members of the Presbyterian church 
at Newark, N. Y. Remembering the delights of farm life 
in his younger days, Mr. Peirson exchanged real estate 
on April 15th, 1878, with Frederick Hoeltzel and became 
the owner of 116 acres of land on the west side of 
West Ave. lying adjacent to and just west of the village 
of Newark. A few years later the village limits were 
extended and the face of the farm, about twenty acres, 
was inside the Corporation. The thirteen years spent 
here were very pleasant and profitable. The children be- 
came much interested in farm life and entered into its 
activities with interest which contributed to their health 
and constitution and character, while the father en- 
joyed studying the nature of soil and crop raising. 
He was most interested in stock raising and soon had 
the only thoroughbred herd of Jerseys in the vicinity. 
For several years Mr. Peirson had taken a lively 
interest in town and county affairs and in Nov. 1883, 
was elected to represent the district (western Wayne) 
in the State Legislature. This gave him an excellent 
opportunity to make the acquaintance of many noted 
men. Grover Cleveland was Governor. Theodore 
Roosevelt was a member and sat three seats from him, 
so that he had a good chance to study him, never 
dreaming that he would become the foremost man in 
the nation and the world. Among the bills that he 
introduced was a bill to establish permanently The 
New York State Custodial Asylum for Feeble Minded 
Women, at Newark, N. Y. The opposition of Syracuse 
members desiring it for their own city prevented the 
^)assage of the bill at this session. The next session 
his successor Hon. E. K. Burnham, represented this dis- 
trict and at his request he introduced the same bill at this 
session. The Democrats were in a hopeless minority, 
the bill went to the committee and was laid upon 
the table and his efforts to get it before the House 
were unsuccessful, and he thought it was hopeless and 
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toward the end of the Session he came to Mr. P. as 
did others of our townspeople and urged him to go to 
Albany with him and use his influence with Republican 
friends to get the bill out of the committee's hands and 
before the House. The Committee claimed they were 
afraid of the prestige it would give Mr. Burnham and 
make him a Wayne County Judge (such is politics). 
Hon. James Husted was Chairmaiu of the committee. 
At Mr. Peirson's solicitations and claiming the bill was 
Ms own and not Burnham 's, he reported it the next morn- 
ing. The Speaker lending his influence and the neces- 
sity of such a State Charity in the country commending 
itself to the country members, it was passed by a large 
majority. It then went to the Senate where Hon. Thos. 
Robinson of Clyde took it in charge and the following 
day it was in Gov. David B. HilPs hands and soon re- 
ceived his signature. Thus was established perma- 
nently a State institution in Newark which was to be 
of financial benefit to the community. 

In the year 1888 Mr. P. purchased of the A. F. 
Cressey estate his house and lot on West Miller St. and 
rebuilt it intending it for a permanent future home, 
moving into it Dec. 24, 1888. 

In July, 1890, the eldest son, Silas Ray, was mar- 
ried to Cora Colton. In July, 1892, Ernest Van was 
married to Mary Stuart. 

For thirty-five years Silas S. was an acting Elder 
in the Presbyterian church, and in 1892 was a delegate 
to the General Assembly, which met at Portland, Oregon. 
His wife accompanied him and they made a tour of 
Washington, Oregon and California. For many years 
he was engaged in a live stock business and made many 
trips to the west and south. Having long cherished a 
desire to visit the old country, in February, 1902, he 
and his wife sailed from New York on the good ship 
** Celtic'' for the Mediterranean Sea, stopping at the 
Madeira Islands, Gibralter, Athens, Constantinople, 
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then visiting Syria and the Holy Land, Egypt, and the 
Nile, going as far as Karnack, then returning to Europe, 
landing at Naples, spent two months traveling in Italy, 
Switzerland, Germany, Holland, France, England and 
Scotland. They enjoyed this trip as the greatest event 
in their lives, the first foreign trip of the family. The 
winter seasons from 1905 to 1916 (the time of writing) 
mother, S. S. P. and two daughters have spent in Sea- 
breeze Florida. 

Louis Arnold, third son, was educated in Williams 
College and Union Seminary and ordained as a Presby- 
terian minister by Lyons Presbytery in 1894. 




Residence of S. S. and Armeda Peirson, No. 6 W. Miller Street, 
Newark, N. Y. 

When the bank was incorporated in 1905 into the 
Newark State Bank S. S. Peirson practically retired from 
active business. He retained a desk in the bank where 
he spent a few hours each day, his failing eyesight pre- 
venting him from very much active work. In this quiet 
way with his family he hopes to spend the remaining 
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days of his life, having reached the Psalmist's limit they 
camiot be many at the most, but on December 24, 1916, 
over seventy-five years of age, he is hale and hearty. 

AEMEDA VAN WAGENEN PEIESON 

The American line of descent of Sarah Armeda 
Van Wagenen is very short, as her great grandfather 
and great grandmother were emigrants. They settled 
in Stone Eidge, N. Y. He built a mill on Eest Plains 
brook in 1765, which was a saw mill and grist mill 
combined. He was a miller and farmer. He used slave 
labor, being the owner of several African slaves, which 
he gave their liberty during the Abolition times. Sev- 
eral of the older ones remained with them and were 
cared for as long as they lived. 

Solomon and Elizabeth had children, Jacobus, 
Joshua, Daniel, Levi, Hannah and Sally. Jacobus mar- 
ried Dinah Eosecrans, had children Simon (Solomon) 
born Jan. 17, 1808, Sarah Anne born Jan. 9, 1806, Fred- 
erick Haretta born Jan. 1811, Jane, born Apr. 17, 1816 
and Dinah. Joshua married Moriah Winfield, had chil- 
dren, Simon, born Dec. 19, 1807, Hannah born Aug. 2, 
1809, Elizabeth Catherine born Sept. 8, 1814. Daniel 
had no children. Levi married, had children, Moriah, 
Sarah, Helen, Hannah, Jane, Hiram, Judith. Hannah 
married Chas. Broadhead and had children, Alida, she 
died in youth. He was ninety years old when we vis- 
ited him. Sally married Eichard Loansbury, had chil- 
dren Betsy, Wyntree, Ami, Hiram, born Nov. 3, 1816 
and Eachel, birth not given. The records in Stone 
Eidge Eeform Church record at least two other fam- 
ilies of this name, their relationship does not appear. 
One Aunt Jacobsen in 1660 settled in Esopus. One 
Jacobus married Feb. 25, 1677, daughter of Everett 
Pitts, and had a large family but one can trace no re- 
lationship as they came some time before Soloman, the 
emigrant of our family. Joshua was the second son of 
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Soloman and Elizabeth the emigrants. He was brought 
up in his father's family, his father being a slaveholder 
it gave the son the idea that labor was menial, and so 
he lived the Country Gentleman and wore his silk hat 




Joshua Van Wagenen 
Grandfather of Mrs. S. S. Peirson 

until he died. His father gave one hundred acres of 
land near what is now known as De Puy's Mill. He 
sold his farm and moved to Wayne County. Joshua 
married Moriah Winfield and had children, Simon, Han- 
nah and Eliza Catherine. Simon was born Dec. 19, 
1807, married Eliza Burnett and had children, Victoria^ 
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died when four years old. Mary, who married Jeremiah 
Greene, and Sarah Armeda, who married Silas S. Peir- 
son. Mary had children, Saxon, Allie, James and Peir- 
son. Saxon and Allie died in early youth. Peirson 
died in 1910 unmarried. James Gereau, a lawyer in 




Moriah (Mrs. Joshua) Van Wagenen 

Eochester, married Ruth Warren and has two chil- 
dren, Frances and Richard. He is a man of more than 
ordinary talent, an orator, and an excellent after-dinner 
speaker. In politics a Republican, is now holding an 
appointment under the Governor as Attorney for the 
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Rochester State Hospital. He has edited several law 
books. Sarah Armeda married Silas S. Peirson and 
her progeny will be found under the article allotted to 
her husband. Hannah, second child of Joshua and 




The Old Van Wagenen House and Mill at Stone Ridge, N. Y. 



Moriah, born Aug. 2, 1809, married Foster Jessup and 
had one child, Lewis Barton. After the death of her 
first husband married Frederick Rowe and had children 
Anna (died in youth) and James, who married and 
settled down in Fairville. Lewis B. went to California 
about the time of the 49ers and has never been heard 
of since. It is supposed that he died enroute as he was 
never seen by any of those who went from this locality. 
Eliza Catherine, third child of Joshua and Moriah, born 
Sept. 9th, 1814, married Ira Stanborough and had chil- 
dren, Joshua, Julia and Mandana. None of them or 
their descendants are living in this vicinity. 

98 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE PEIRSON FAMILY IN WAYNE COUNTY, NEW YORK 




Eliza (Mrs. Simon) Van Wagenen 
Mother of Mrs. S. S. Pelrson 
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Silas Eayner, eldest son of Silas S. and Armeda 
Peirson, was born Nov. 26, 1865. He was educated in 
Newark High School and Union College. After leaving 
college he entered the Bank of Peirson and Perkins as 
bookkeeper. He proved to be a good accountant and 




Simon Van Wagenen, Son of Joshua 

Father of Mrs. S. S. Peirson 

was promoted until he became Cashier, which position 
he held until the organization of the Peirson and Peir- 
son Bank, serving as Cashier until they organized the 
Newark State Bank. Mr. C. P. H. Vary was elected 
President and S. R. Peirson was chosen Cashier. He 
married Cora Colton in July, 1890. She died Sept. 21, 
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Birthplace of S. Armeda Peirson 
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Residence of S. VanWagenen at Mud MiM«, N. Y. 
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1903, leaving one daughter Margaret, born Sept. 17, 1894. 
In June 1910, he visited Europe making quite an exten- 
sive tour. Upon his return he continued his Cashiership, 
which extended through Peirson & Perkins, Peirson & 
Peirson, the Newark State Bank and the First National 
Bank and he so remained until Oct. 1, 1915. He married 
Grace SheflSeld October 8, 1912. A son, John Silas 
Sheffield Peirson, was born Sept. 2, 1913. 

Ernest Van, second son of Silas and Armeda, was 
born Oct. 9, 1867. He was educated in Newark High 
School and Union College. After leaving college he en- 
gaged with the C. H. Perkins & Co., doing a general 
produce and commission business. He also was book- 
keeper in Peirson & Perkins Bank and became one of 
the firm of Peirson & Peirson, bankers. He continued 
in the commission business, succeeding the firm of C. 
H. Perkins & Co. until April, 1910 when he organized the 
National Tube Flavor Co. and became its president and 
general manager. He also owned and managed the flour 
and feed mill at Mud Mills, and had charge of the C. 
W. Stuart farms. On July 12, 1892 he married Mary- 
Stuart. To them were born three daughters, Marion, 
July 9, 1894; Ethel, Dec. 1, 1897, and Virginia July 25, 

1904. He succeeded S. Eay as Cashier of the First 
National Bank in October, 1915. 

Louis Arnold, third son of Silas S. and Armeda, 
was born Sept. 12, 1869. He was educated in Newark 
High School and Williams College and Union Seminary, 
and was ordained a Presbyterian minister by the Lyons 
Presbytery. He preached first in the Adirondacks. 
After taking an extended European trip he preached in 
Tuscarora, N. Y. While here he married Mollie Brooks. 
Resigning the pastorate at Tuscarora he accepted a call 
to the Presbyterian Church at Castile, N. Y., where he 
remained fifteen years. They have one daughter, Louise 
Brooks Peirson. Mary Louise Brooks, wife of Louis 
A., bom Sept. 19, 1872, the daughter of Micah Wooster 
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Brooks, and the granddaughter of General Mieah Brooks, 
who served in the war of 1812 and came to the Grenesee 
Valley and bought of the Indians a large tract of land. 
Interested in politics he held several local oflSces and 
represented his district in the Legislature. He is said 
to be the first to propose the building of a waterway from 
Buffalo to Albany to connect the Great Lakes with the 




Rev. and Mrs. Louis A. Peirson and Daughter 

tide water. Mary Louise is an artist of considerable 
merit, her pictures having taken many prizes. 

Eev. Louis A. Peirson after graduating at Union 
Seminary took a post-graduate course, and then became 
assistant pastor of Park Presbyterian church in New 
York City. He next assumed the pastorate of a Pres- 
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byterian church in Northampton for one year, after 
which he took a trip abroad. 

On returning, his next field of work was in Tusca- 
rora, laboring there four years, when he received a call 
to the First Presbyterian church in Castile. In the 
year 1903 he was sent as a delegate to the meeting of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church in 
Los Angeles, California. 

Of his work at Castile, the Democrat & Chronicle 
contained the follomng article at the end of six years 
of his pastorate : 

^^ Castile, Nov. 23. — Rev. Louis A. Peirson has com- 
pleted his six years of service as pastor of the First 
Presbyterian church of Castile last Sunday, and at the 
morning service delivered a sermon appropriate to the 
occasion. His text was taken from Acts 28th chapter 
at the fifteenth verse, ^^He thanked God and took 
courage.'' The attendance at both services was large 
and appreciative. 

Mr. Peirson came to Castile six years ago from 
Rochester Presbytery. He found the church society in 
debt. This was fully paid and the chuch building was 
renovated in many respects. In 1903 he was sent to 
Los Angeles as a delegate to the general assembly. 
Many additions to the church have been made, the Sun- 
day school being large and well attended, and the Miss- 
ionary society has gained in membership and enthusi- 
asm. He has officiated at thirty-five funerals, seventeen 
weddings, the church at present being in a prosperous 
condition. 

Though the youngest preacher in the village he is 
dean of the clergymen at Castile. During his pastorate 
there have been numerous changes in the different 
churches. The Methodist church has had two different 
pastors, the Baptist two, and the Christian church five 
different preachers. 
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Mr. Peirson was married in 1898 to Mary Louise 
Brooks, of Brooksgrove, who is president of the Ladies' 
Home and Foreign Missionary society, and a teacher 
in the primary work of the Sunday school. 

Mr. Peirson took a four years' classical course at 
Williams College, and afterwards graduated from Union 
Theological Seminary." 




Mary Armeda Peirson as a Child 

Daughter of S. S. and Armeda 

On the last day of October, 1915, he resigned his 
pastorate at Castile, so that he and his family could 
spend the winter in Sea Breeze, Fla., with his parents. 
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Mary Armeda, the eldest daughter of Silas and 
Anneda, was born May 22, 1872, She was educated in 
Newark High School, Wellsley Preparatory and Wells 
College. She is a good musician, having devoted con- 
siderable time to both vocal and instrumental music. 
She is often called upon to assist organizations in town 
in their musical efforts. She is a constant member of 
the Park Presbyterian choir, and gives much time to 
the various branches of church work. She has traveled 
over the United States and has spent one season in 
Europe. 

Winifred, the second and youngest daughter of 
Silas and Armeda, was born Nov. 29, 1883, a Thanks- 
giving present, as that day was Thanksgiving Day. So 
it happens that only once in about four years does her 
birthday fall on Thanksgiving Day. After fininshing 
her course at Newark High School she was graduated 
from Abbott Academy. She has a decided taste for 
music, and plays with skill upon the piano and mandolin. 
With her brother, Ray, she spent the summer of 1910 in 
Europe. On the 18th day of June, 1912, she was united 
in holy wedlock to Merle L. Sheffer, a young lawyer 
in Rochester. During the winter of 1914 they built a 
beautiful home on the south side of the city called 
"'Home Acres,'' on Edge Mere Drive. Merle L. Sheffer 
is the only son of Mr. and Mrs. Allen R. Sheffer of 
St. Louis, formerly of Rochester, N. Y. 



MARY CALISTA ADELAIDE 

Mary Calista Adelaide, daughter of Henry and Ca- 
lista, born Oct. 25, 1843. She was educated in the Newark 
High School and Lima Seminary. She lived with her 
parents and cared for them in their old age, until they 
died. She married Rev. M. V. Willson, a Baptist min- 
ister of considerable talent and lived in Penfield for 
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several years where on May 20th, 1903, he died. After 
her husband's death she purchased a home on South 
Main street in Newark, N. Y. She has no children. 

SAEAH L. 

Sarah L., born Oct. 11, 1846. Educated at Newark 
High School and Tracy Seminary, Rochester, N. Y. 




Winifred Peirson as a CFiiid 
Daughter of S. S. and Armeda 



June 13, 1869, she married Seward F. Price, who was 
bom Feb. 17, 1845. He attended Newark High School,, 
for a time he was a clerk in a general store in Newark, 
but the mercantile business not being to his taste he 
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went back to his father's farm, and after his father's 
death purchased his brother's and sister's interest in 
the farm and became a progressive and up-to-date 
farmer. After the death of his wife's father they pur- 
chased her father's home on West Miller street, where 
they now reside. They have children, George Henry, 
Harrison B., and Seward Peirson. 




Sarah (Mrs. Seward F.) Price 
Sister of the Author 



George Henry was born Sept. 10, 1871, married 
June 26, 1895 to Belle Fitch, born Oct. 6, 1871, and have 
children, Seward Fitch, born Jan. 18, 1897, and Helen 
Viola, bom Oct. 1900. George is a farmer and resides 
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at East Newark on the Fitch place. They are both 

earnest workers in the Methodist church at Newark, N. Y. 

Harrison Bradley, born Aug. 1873, married Oct. 15, 

1904 to Emma Genthner. He is in the automobile 




Seward F. Price 

garage business in Newark and she is a bookkeeper in 
the Arcadia National Bank. They reside at East New- 
ark. They have no children. 

Seward Peirson, born Oct. 21, 1881, was educated 
in Newark High School and became a farmer. He mar- 
ried Helen E. Shaw Oct. 14, 1908. She was born Sept. 
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7, 1884. They reside on the Price farm south of New- 
ark. They have children, Sarah Elizabeth, born April 
20, 1912 and Mary Peirson, born Sept. 8, 1914. 

SAMUEL ADELBERT 
HENRY ADELMAN 

Samuel Adelbert and Henry Adelman, twins, were 
born Oct. 6, 1849. Henry died Oct. 6, 1866, unmarried. 
Samuel married Nov. 26, 1872, Lizzie Olive Crosby, born 
Jan. 18, 1850. They had one child, Adella 0., born 
Aug. 26, 1873. She died Nov. 10th, 1878, a very bright 
and beautiful child. Samuel was Cashier in his 
brother's bank, afterwards engaged in the manufacture 
of gloves and mittens, which he carried on on a large 
scale. He was not strong or robust and thought that a 
warmer climate would be beneficial, so he sold his busi- 
ness and moved to Knoxville, Tenn. At first he recuper- 
ated but after four or five years residence he died of 
hemorrhages Sept. 30, 1878. He was laid at rest in 
the East Palmyra cemetery beside his daughter Adella. 

HERBERT AND ORPHIA MAY 

Herbert and Orphia May, the two youngest children 
of Henry and Calista, died in their infancy. Herbert 
was born Aug. 12, 1851, and died Sept. 13, 1851. Orphia 
May was born July 15, 1858, and died Nov. 3rd, 1858. 
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KEEPING UP WITH RUTH 

(Written after S. S. Peirson had taken an Aeroplane ride in Florida) 

Dear Editor: — 

Yesterday I took my 
seat by the side of Ruth 
in her flying machine for 
a visit to the man in the 
moon. We were hailed by 
Mars, Venus and other 
satellites. The moon man 
said it was ^^a Christian's 
war" and that it would 
last two and one-half 
years longer and possibly 
four. 

The choice conversa- 
tion was interrupted by 
the motor which sang its 
safe and cheery song, so 
that conversation was 
greatly interrupted. 

To save my ear drums, 
I stuffed my ears with 
cotton. 

One of the most delight- 
B 4u I ^ en on* f^ sensations of my life 

Ruth Law and Silas S. Peirson "^ . 

Taking an Aeroplane Flight ^^ "5 years, was changing 

in Florida my clumsy old form into 

,that of a bird. We at first glided slowly along the beau- 
tiful beach, going a little faster each moment. I noticed 
Ruth watched me closely, which I took at first as being 
complimentary, but I soon saw that she was taking 
notice of the effect of flight and speed on me. I first 
noticed that we were leaving terra firma by the water 
under us. When we looked the other way, the Claren- 
don Hotel was several hundred feet below. 
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I had no sense of fear. My only evidence was I 
noticed myself tightly clinging to the bars at each side 
and that put a good deal of pressure on the foot-board. 
I frequently relaxed, but soon the same tension 
came over me again. As I gazed below me I seemed 
to see streets of plaster of paris running in all direc- 
tions. They reminded me greatly of the plaster model 
of Jerusalem. 

Sensations such as are experienced in the air are 
not to be described. They are more than delightful. 

My knees did not grow weak as when I have climbed 
a ladder some distance oflF the ground. As we turned 
over the ocean pier far beneath we headed home against 
the cool north breeze, for which I had prepared with a 
good thick sweater, heavy cap and raincoat. 

The aviatress did not fly at any great speed, but we 
arrived only too soon at the place of beginning and 
before I had time to think we turned again out over the 
water. 

I thought that a longer ride was in store for me; 
but, no ; we glided down to the surface of the beach and 
came to a halt at the door of the hangar, where I was 
received by my friends and family, all of whom were 
opposed to my flight with Ruth. It cannot be said, 
however, that they were displeased when I came home 
again safe and sound as before. 

I can freely tell all not to be afraid to go for a ride 
with Ruth, as you will have no sense of fear whatever. 
I had none. She is the safest and sanest bird man or 
woman in the world. 

S. S. P. 
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CELEBRATED 75th BIRTHDAY 

Hon. S. 8. Pelrson Fifty Years a Banker in Newark 

Prom Newark (N. Y.) Courier 

Hon. Silas S. Peirson, one of the best known men 
of the village, was 75 years old Sunday, June 18, The 
event was quietly celebrated by his family, and he re- 
ceived a number of his friends and relatives. 

On the first of October, 1916, Mr. Peirson will have 
been a successful banker in this village for fifty years, 
having begun under the firm name of S. S. Peirson and 
Company Oct. 1, 1866. The bank was then located in 
the south window of the present Mattison Hardware 
Company's store, which was then operated as a hard- 
ware store by Miller & Cronise. 



112 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE PEiRSON FAMILY IN WAYNE COUNTY, NEW YORK 

During the winter of 1915 I bought a fifteen acre 
citrus grove in Daytona, Florida, one and one-half 
miles from my home in Seabreeze. After voting to- 
morrow for Woodrow Wilson, I go to Dixie Land. 

S. S. PEIRSON 

Newark, N. Y., Nov. 6, 1916. 




The Author in His Orange Grove 
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LAST WORDS 

Alone I walked the ocean strand 

A pearly shell was in my hand. 

I stooped and wrote upon the sand 

My name, the year — the day. 

As onward from that spot I passed 

One lingering look behind I cast. 

A wave came rolling high and fast, 

And washed my lines away. 

And thus methought, 'twill ever be 

With every line on earth with me. 

The wave of dark oblivion sea 

Will sweep across the place where I 

Have trod the sandy shores of time — 

Have been — To be no more 

For glory — or for shame. 

7— A Prentis, Editor of Louisville Journal. 
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A View In the Orange Grove 
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